
1. Read Maya’s story. 

Maya was a new girl in the class and at first everything seemed OK. Maya told 

her Mum that she liked her new school and had made friends with everyone in 

the class. As the weeks went on Maya began to play more at playtime with a boy 

called Jake rather than the rest of her group. He sat opposite her and 

sometimes helped her with spelling words that she found difficult. One day 

Maya asked Jake if he would like to come to her home after school and play, as 

they both liked building with Lego and playing Minecraft on the tablet computer. 

They soon became best friends, although Maya also had friends that were girls 

and Jake had friends that were boys so it didn’t seem to be a problem… Just 

after the winter school holidays, the class were doing an art project on snow 

and ice. Maya was good at painting and she had created a beautiful snowflake 

pattern. As Natalie went past, she accidentally brushed against Maya’s water 

pot and it spilled all over Maya’s painting. ‘Sorry!’ Natalie said and walked off. 

Maya was very upset and the painting was ruined. Natalie sat next to Jake in 

class and Maya had always got on alright with her before, so she just thought 

the water pot was an accident and didn’t think much about it until later. Over 

the next few days Maya started to notice that some of her things had gone 

missing from her school bag and pencil case, and she kept on finding them in 

strange places. A lot of the things had been broken. Maya’s Mum was annoyed 

when she asked for replacement colouring pencils and told Maya she needed to 

be more careful. She didn’t understand that it wasn’t Maya’s fault. The next 

time she logged onto Minecraft she saw she had a message. It said ‘I hate you!’ 

Maya was scared, was this from a real person? Minecraft was a videogame so 

she wasn’t sure. The next day she told Jake all about it. He explained that it 

was possible for someone to send messages on Minecraft but he never 

bothered. He just liked playing it with his friends. He told Maya to ignore it and 

not to worry. The problem was the messages became more and more regular, and 

in the end, Maya stopped playing Minecraft altogether. She also noticed that 

Natalie was ‘bumping’ into her a lot and pushing past in the cloakroom so she fell 

onto the coat pegs, which hurt every time. Things were getting serious now and 

Maya was becoming unhappy at school. Maya decided to ask Natalie what she 

had done to upset her. Natalie ignored her and walked away, so she asked one of 

Natalie’s friends instead. “Nat hates you because you took Jake away.” the girl 

said. Maya was shocked, she hadn’t taken Jake away, she didn’t even think 

Natalie liked Jake! Maya went to Natalie and tried to explain but Natalie ran 

away and wouldn’t listen. Maya asked Jake if he knew anything about it. ‘Well I 



used to play Minecraft a lot with Natalie,’ he said, ‘but you were much better at 

it than her so I sort of forgot about her.’ Maya began to realise that Natalie 

might be jealous, so she said to Jake, ‘Well I think I had better play a bit less 

with you then, because I don’t want Natalie to keep hurting me.  Do you think 

it’s Natalie sending me those messages too?’ ‘I wouldn’t be surprised. What was 

the the username of the person sending you the messages? And please don’t 

stop playing with me, it’s Natalie’s problem not yours.’ Maya showed Jake the 

Minecraft messages the next time she logged into the game and he told her he 

recognised Natalie as the sender. ‘You have to do something about this Maya’ he 

said. ‘Bullying on the internet community is a really bad thing to do and not 

enough people report it.’ ‘It’s not bullying!’ said Maya laughing, ‘It’s just Natalie 

being stupid.’ Jake explained that it was bullying because it was hurtful and 

deliberate and Natalie kept on doing it. Maya hadn’t really thought about it that 

way before, but she did tell Jake that Natalie was making her really miserable 

and she didn’t want to come to school. Jake said ‘If you don’t stop Natalie she 

might start bullying someone else, how would you feel if that happened?’ 

 

2. Can you answer these questions: 
 

Why do you think it was hard for people to see that Maya was being 

bullied?_________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

How do you think Maya was feeling? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

If you had been there to see people bullying Maya, how would you have 

felt?___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 


