
Efficient subtraction

If I reduce each number by one, the 
difference between the numbers will stay 

the same.

To avoid repeated exchanges, Eva is using the 
calculation 4,999 − 3,723 to solve the 

calculation 5,000 − 3,724



Efficient subtraction

True
We can demonstrate this using a number line.

3,723 4,999

3,724 5,0001,276

1,276


