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The Causes and Effects of Flooding
	1. In this lesson you will find out about the causes and effects of flooding.
•Work your way through the PowerPoint. 
•Answer any questions.
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	2. Read the Flooding in Boscastle sheet.
•Complete the work sheets.
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	3. Carefully look around your home. Complete the Are We Ready? Flood survey.
•What actions would you want to take if a flood alert was triggered for Scarborough? Write down your answer.
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	Challenge:
•Use the internet to research the locations of recent flooding in the UK and mark these on a map – what do the areas have in common? What makes an area prone to flooding? The Environment Agency website has details of flood warnings for specific areas, as well as a Post Coded search facility to find out the level of risks in different areas.

•Find out about the impact building developments can have on flooding, for example houses built on flood plains, deforestation or the impact of concrete surfaces in increasing run-off. You could make a poster, leaflet or PowerPoint to display your research.
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Flooding in Boscastle, Cornwall

On 16th August 2004, 75mm of rain fell in just 2 hours, the same amount as normally fals in the
whole of August

Over 2 billion litres of water flowed into two rivers (the Valency and Jordan) and both burst their banks.

The water travelled downstream at speed through the village of Boscastle. Floodwater gushed into
houses, shops and pubs. Cars, walls and even bridges were washed away. The church was filled with six
feet of mud and water. Trees were uprooted and swept into gardens. The weight of water eroded river
banks, damaged gardens and pavements.

‘The financial cost of the floods was millions of pounds, and included the following:

« The rescue operation - involving helicopters, lifeboats, and the fire service,
« The loss of 50 cars

« Damage to homes, businesses and land.

« Loss of tourism, amajor source of income for the area
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