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Formation of Rocks
If you dig down anywhere on planet Earth, you will find rock. 
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[image: http://www.bbc.co.uk/staticarchive/18e0518ed5183cd531f908f11031e176c4461b9c.gif]Below the mantle is the Earth’s core, which is even hotter. 
Below the crust is the mantle. This is made of rock that is so hot that it is melted! We call this molten rock or magma. It is thick and runny, 
like syrup. 
A layer of rock is under every town and city, under fields and forests, even under the sea! This layer of rock is called the Earth’s crust. 






















	
[image: http://www.spiritrockshop.com/images/volcano11aa.jpg]Sometimes magma cools to make rock just below the surface. Rock that forms from magma contains crystals.

Sometimes magma comes to the surface when a volcano erupts. As the magma cools it forms a rock.


















This type of rock is called Igneous rock



	
[image: ]Over millions of years, more and more layers of sediment settle on top and squash it down until it turns into rock.
Another type of rock is made when tiny bits of rock and soil, as well as the bodies of dead creatures, settle at the bottom of the sea to form a layer of sediment. 
This type of rock is called sedimentary rock




















	


[image: ]Massive heat and pressure can change igneous and sedimentary rocks into a new type of rock.
There is one more type of natural rock that is made by extreme heat and pressure inside the Earth. 
This type of rock is called metamorphic rock




















	


[image: ]Cycle of Rocks
Heat and pressure in the Earth can change rocks
Rocks that reach the hot core can melt to become magma
Wind and rain can gradually wear down rocks (this is called erosion)
The tiny pieces will wash into the sea to form sediment
Rocks are always changing although it can take millions of years!






















	
All these rocks are natural to the Earth. But there are also rocks that are made by people. We call these man-made rocks. Can you think of any?
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These man-made rocks are made from natural rocks and soils like clay and sand. They are useful for building!








	



Formation of Rocks Questions.
1.  What is the first layer of the Earth?

2. What is the second layer and describe it?

3. What is the centre of the Earth called and describe it?

4. How is igneous rock formed?

5. Explain how sedimentary rock is formed.

6. Massive heat and pressure can change igneous and sedimentary rock into what other type of rock?

Extension:  Explain the cycle of rocks and how they are always changing.
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