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THIS ferocious Asian Leopard cat, shot dead on a Devon farm, is the first solid clue to the twenty year mystery of the Beast of the Moors.

Farmers say the Beast has slaughtered hundreds of lambs, and now experts agree the cats may be breeding in remote corners of the moors.

The animal was killed by a farmer near Widdecombe on Dartmoor, where a lamb was found with its head ripped of earlier this month.

It was identified at Paignton Zoo as a young adult leopard cat. The animals, which prowl the forests of South East Asia, can grow to twice the size of a domestic cat, and pull down prey as large as small deer.
Zoo curator Colin Bath said: “It may be an escaped or abandoned pet, but there could well be others out there.”
Farmers have said for years that big cats are stalking Exmoor and Dartmoor.

Marksmen

There have been frequent sightings but police marksmen and even a crack squad of Royal Marines have failed to track down the Beast.

Agriculture Ministry vet Tony Keel said: “It is unlikely an animal like this could be imported easily. If they are breeding there the cat’s parents could be the Beast.”

The shooting has brought a new fear – rabies. Local vet Neville Harrison said: “The cat could have been brought in illegally, without quarantine.”

Agriculture Ministry experts are checking the body for the killer disease and farmers have been warned to watch livestock for symptoms.
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