The Shang Pynasty Worksheet 2A

Nawe: Date:
{Z‘ Do some research about the evidence surrounding the kings of
# the Shang Dynasty, then answer these questions.

\S
( How do you think the historians of 200 BC knew about the kings of a dynasty that was in \
power over a thousand years before?

- /
/ What could have happened to make the historians of ¢. 200 BC make mistakes? \
- /

/ In some cases, the oracle bones write about kings from several hundred years before. Do you \
think they are more accurate than history books?

- J

4 Which do you think are more reliable - the history books or the oracle bones? Why? )

. J
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The Shang Pynasty Worksheet 2B
Nawe: Date:
o Read the information about the first ten Shang kings, then

_—

answer these questions.

~
/

[ 4

1) What was the name of the first king of the
Shang Dynasty?

2) Which king ruled for only two years?2

3) Do you think Da Yi set up the capital city of DAyi Shdng? Why or why note

4) Who do the history books say was the fourth
Shang king?

5) Who does the archaeological evidence say
was the fifth Shang king?e

6) Why do you think there is no archaeological evidence for Zhong Ren and Wo Ding?

7) Do you think Xiao Jia was the son or brother of Tai Geng? Why?

8) What reasons do you have to believe or
distrust the history books? Why?

9) What reasons do you have to believe or
distrust the archaeological evidence? Why?
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The Shang Pynasty Sorting Cards A

«

Read the information about each of the first Shang kings. The history books and °'° ’
the archaeological evidence from the oracle bones disagree about the order
of the kings.

Can you put the kings in the order you think they ruled? You will have to decide
whether you trust the written history or the archaeological evidence more.

' Da Yi (Tang the Great) Tai Ding
Date: 1675 - 1646 BC Date: Unknown

The history books say he died young and
did not become king, but the bones
found at Dayi Shang say he was the

The first king of the Shang. He is said to
i have overthrown the last cruel ruler of the |

Xia Dynasty. second king of the Shang.
Wai Bing i Zhong Ren

Date: Unknown Date: Unknown

The history books say he was the second He is said to have ruled for four years after

Shang king but the bones say he was the @ the death of his brother Wai Bing. The
fourth. He only ruled for two years. bones don't mention him at all.
Tia Jia i Wo Ding

Date: 1535 - 1523 BC § Date: Unknown

In the history books he succeeded his
fo’rher Tai Jia to the throne and ruled for 19
or 29 years. He is not mentioned in the

The history books say he is the fourth king
but the archaeological evidence says
that he is the third king.

bones.
Tai Geng § Xiao Jia
Date: Unknown : Date: Unknown
The history books say he was the sixth Shang
king, but the bones say he was the fifth, after @ Wwas he the seventh king, as described in

: Wai Bing. Both agree Xido Jia came after him, & e history, or the sixth as on the bones?
but the history books say he was Tai Geng's Was he succeeded by his brother Yong Ji

son while the bones say he was Tai Geng's . . 2
orother. He ruled for 5 or 25 years. or his son Tai Wu2 He ruled for 17 years.

e

Yong Ji i Tai Wu
Date: Unknown Date: Unknown
The history books say he ruled before Tai Did he succeed his brother Yong Ji, as the
Wu, the bones say he ruled after Tai Wu. i history says, or his father Xiao Jia, as the
He ruled for 12 years. bones say? He ruled for 75 years.

.........................................................................................................................
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The Shang Pynasty Sorting Cards B
Read the information about each of the first Shang kings. The history books and 0.6
the archaeological evidence from the oracle bones disagree about the order V

of the kings.
Can you put the kings in the order you think they ruled?
Can you work out the dates of their reigns?

fe===--e--eece-cee-e--se--e--es-ses-es--s--s-esses-es--s-===== ge-=e--emeemeescesces-cesses--ss-s--ss-s--ss-ss-ss-ms==s======= .
' 1

Da Yi (Tang the Great) Tai Ding

Date: 1675 - 1646 BC

The first king of the Shang. He is said to have
overthrown the last cruel ruler of the Xia
Dynasty. The history books say he set up the

capital at DAyi Shang, but the archaeological

evidence shows it wasn't established until
much later.

.............................................................

Wai Bing
Date:

Date:

The history books say he died young and did

i not become king, but the bones found at Dayi

Shang say he was the second king of the
Shang.

Zhong Ren
Date:

He is said to have ruled for four years after the
: death of his brother Wai Bing. The

+ archaeological evidence doesn't mention him
' at all.

i The history books say he was the second Shang king
but the bones say he was the fourth. He only ruled
for two years.

Tia Jia
Date: 1535 - 1523 BC

The history books say he is the fourth king but

the archaeological evidence says that he is

the third king, after Tai Ding and before Wai
Bing.

In the history books he succeeded his father
Tai Jia to the throne and ruled for 19 or 29
years. He is not mentioned in the
archaeological evidence.

' ' Xiao lJia '

Date: Date:

i The history books say he was the 6 Shang king, but

the archaeological evidence say he was the 5™, i Was he the 7' king, as described in the history,
. affer Wai Bing. Both agree he was succeeded by or the 6 as in the archaeology? Was he :
Xiao Jia, who the history books say was his son while i succeeded by his brother Yong Ji or his son Tai
 the archaeology says he was Tai Geng's brother. He Wu?2 He ruled for 17 years
ruled for 5 or 25 years. ’ )

e

Date:

i Did he succeed his brother Yong Ji or his father
Xiao Jiae He ruled for 75 years. He is said fo
have received envoys from various
surrounding tribes and to have grown the
Shang empire.

The history books say he ruled before Tai Wu,
the archaeology say he ruled after Tai Wu. He
ruled for 12 years.

' 1 1
L S U AU S — T YY" .
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The Shang Pynasty

The front page of ‘Records of the
Grand Historian’ written ¢.200 BC

Shang king

Da Yi
(Tang the
Great)

Tai Ding

Wai Bing

Zhong Ren

Tai Jia

Wo Ding

Tai Geng

Xiao lJia

Yong Ji

Tai Wu
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Information Sheet

The Shang Kings

Around the year 200 BC, historians
started to write down what they knew
about the kings of the Shang Dynasty.

They recorded their names and the

order they reigned. More than 2,000
years later, oracle bones were
discovered with writing on which
described the kings and when they
ruled. Some of the information was
different to that in the history books so
which evidence is correcte

An example of an oracle bone

What the history books say What the archaeological evidence says

He is the first king of the Shang.
He is said to have overthrown the
last cruel ruler of the Xia Dynasty.

He set up the capital at Dayi
Shang.

He is the first king of the Shang
but the capital city of Dayi Shang
wasn't established until much
later.

He was the second king of the
Shang.

He died young and did not
become king.

He was the fourth king of the
Shang. He only ruled for two
years.

He was the second king of the
Shang. He only ruled for two
years.

He ruled for four years after the

death of his brother Wai Bing. IS5 IS GV NS Cif T

He was the third Shang King and
ruled after Tai Ding and before
Wai Bing.

He was the fourth Shang king.

He succeeded his father Tai Jia to
the throne and ruled for 19 or 29
years.

There is no evidence of him.

He was the sixth Shang king. He | He was the fifth Shang king after
was succeeded by his son Xiao |~ Wai Bing. He was succeeded by
Jia. his brother Xiao Jia.

He was the seventh king of the He was the sixth king of the
Shang. He was succeeded by his = Shang. He was succeeded by his

brother Yong Ji. son Tai Wu.
He ruled before Tai Wu. He ruled after Tai Wu.

He succeeded his brother Yong

) He succeeded his father Xiao Jia.
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The Shang Pynasty Worksheet 2B ANSWERS
Nawe: Date:
o Read the information about the first ten Shang kings, then

_—

answer these questions.

~
/

[ 4

1) What was the name of the first king of the
Shang Dynasty?

DaYi
(Tang the Great)

2) Which king ruled for only two years?2

Wai Bing

3) Do you think Da Yi set up the capital city of DAyi Shdng? Why or why note

(Accept any reasonable answer)

4) Who do the history books say was the fourth
Shang king?

Zhong Ren

5) Who does the archaeological evidence say
was the fifth Shang king?e

Tai Geng

6) Why do you think there is no archaeological evidence for Zhong Ren and Wo Ding?

(Accept any reasonable answer)

7) Do you think Xiao Jia was the son or brother of Tai Geng? Why?

(Accept any reasonable answer)

8) What reasons do you have to believe or
distrust the history books? Why?

e.g. they were written hundreds of
years after the Shang Dynasty ended.

9) What reasons do you have to believe or
distrust the archaeological evidence? Why?

e.g. the oracle bones were objects
used by the Shang Dynasty kings so
are more reliable that the history
books.
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