
     @jasonwade71              jason@jweducation.co.uk               jweducation.co.uk 
 

 

 

 s ou n d s & sy lla bles 
the sensible spelling system 

jason wade education 
© 2021    

 
  

national curriculum requirement sounds & syllables unit 
adding suffixes beginning with vowel 
letters to words of more than one syllable 

tier 4 unit 22 multisyllable words with doubled 
consonants 

the /i/ sound spelt y elsewhere than at the 
end of words 

tier 4 unit 7 words with /i/ spelled <y> 

the /u/ sound spelt ou tier 3 unit 10 words with /u/ spelled <ou> 
more prefixes: 
dis- 
mis- 
in- (and variants) 
 
re- 
sub- 
 
inter- 
super- 
 
anti- / auto- 
 

 
tier 3 unit 24 words beginning with <dis> 
tier 3 unit 25 words beginning with <dis> 
tier 4 unit 16 words beginning with <il>, <im>, 
<in> and <ir> 
tier 3 unit 23 words beginning with <dis> 
tier 4 unit 19 words beginning with <sub> and 
<under> 
tier 4 unit 17 words beginning with <inter> 
tier 4 unit 18 words beginning with <over> and 
<super> 
tier 4 unit 21 words beginning with <anti> and 
<auto> 

the suffix – ation tier 4 unit 30 words ending with <ation> 
the suffix -ly tier 3 unit 29 words with suffixes added to 

bases ending with <y> 
tier 5 unit 20 words ending with <ically> 
tier 5 unit 22 words ending with <ually> 

words with ending sounding like /zh uh/ 
and /ch uh/ 

tier 3 unit 34 words ending with <ure> 
tier 4 unit 3 words with /ch/ spelled <t> 

endings which sound like /zh uh n/ tier 4 unit 31 words ending with <sion> in 
which /zh/ is spelled <si> 

the suffix -ous tier 3 unit 36 words ending with <ous> 
tier 5 unit 25 words ending with <eous> and 
<ious> 

endings which sound like /sh uh n/ spelt -
tion, -sion, -ssion and -cian 

tier 3 unit 31 words ending with <tion> 
tier 4 unit 29 words ending with <ian> 
tier 4 unit 32 words ending with <sion>, <ssion> 
and <tion> 

words with the /k/ sound spelt ch tier 4 unit 4 words with /k/ spelled <ch> 
words with the /sh/ sound spelt <ch> tier 4 unit 5 words with /sh/ spelled <ch> 
words with the /g/ sound spelt -gue and 
the /k/ sound spelt -que 

tier 4 unit 10 words ending with <gue> and 
<que> 

words with the /s/ sound spelt sc tier 4 unit 2 words with /s/ spelled <sc> 
words with the /ae/ sound spelt ei, eigh or 
ey 

tier 3 unit 7 words with <aigh> and <eigh> 

possessive apostrophe with plural words  
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national curriculum requirement sounds & syllables unit 
endings which sound like /sh uh s/ spelt -
cious or -tious 

tier 6 unit 13 words ending with <cious> and 
<tious> 

endings which sound like /sh uh l/ tier 6 unit 14 words ending with <cial> and 
<tial> 

words ending in: 
-ant / -ent 
 
 
 
-ance / -ence 
 
-ancy / -ency 

 
tier 5 unit 18 adjectives anding with <ant> 
and <ent> 
tier 5 unit 19 nouns anding with <ant> and 
<ent> 
tier 6 unit 15 words ending with <ance> and 
<ence> 

words ending in: 
-able / -ible 
 
-ably / -ibly 

 
tier 5 unit 23 words ending with <able> and 
<ible> 
tier 6 unit 11 words ending with <ably> and 
<ibly> 

adding suffixes beginning with vowel 
letters to words ending in -fer 

 

use of the hyphen  
words with the sound /ee/ spelt ei after c tier 5 unit 2 words with /ee/ spelled <ei> and 

<ie> 
 

words containing the letter string ough tier 3 unit 6 words with <ough> 
words with ‘silent’ letters tier 3 unit 5 words with /w/ spelled <wh> 

tier 3 unit 16 words ending with /m/ spelled 
<mb> and <mn> 
tier 3 unit 17 words beginning with /n/ spelled 
<kn> and <gn> 
tier 4 unit 2 words with /s/ spelled <sc> 
tier 4 unit 6 words with /s/ spelled <st> 
tier 4 unit 9 words with /g/ spelled <gh> and 
<gu> 
tier 5 unit 4 words with /r/ spelled <rh> and 
<wr> 
tier 5 unit 6 words ending with <gn> 
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