sounds & sy|lla|bles

the sensible spelling system

Tier 2 | Phase 1 |

Apostrophes

1 not

Units 1to 3

can'twon'tis|n't

the word not is frequently contracted, and the apostrophe in
words ending n'f indicates a missing o

I'm
he's she'sit's where's
you're they're we're

spellings are contracted when combining subjective pronouns
and the present tense of the verb to be: am > ‘m (I'm), are >
‘re (we're, you're, they're), and is > ‘s (he's, she's, it's)
spellings are contracted when combining question words and
is (who's, what's, why's, where's, when's how's) that is
confracted when adding is (that’s)

3 will

I'll we'll you'll

spellings are contracted when combining subjective pronouns
and the auxiliary verbs will or shall (I'll, we'll, you'll, he'll, she'll,
it]'ll, they'll)

who + will or shall is contracted (who'll) that

+ will or shall is contracted (that|'ll)

Units4to 15

Alternate consonant spellings

badge edge po |rridge

4 /s/ house geese e clipse in year 2, move away from split spellings, and represent the
rice dance si|lence final non-syllabic e as part of a consonant digraph (chase,
dose, ice, place)
se and ce are usually found at the end of words
5 /z/ please noise be | cause | se and ze are usually found at the end of words
haze sneeze a|maze ze is rare in multi syllable words (a | blaze, a| maze, cap | size)
6 /i/ charge plunge strange | ge and dge are usually found at the end of words ge

usually follows the consonants n (fringe, plunge, whinge)

and less commonly | (bilge, bulge, in|dulge), and vowel
digraphs (gouge, forge, large)

dge usually follows a single vowel representing /a/ (badge,
cadge), /e/ (edge, hedge), /i/ (bridge, fridge, po |rridge), /o/
(dodge, lodge, stodge) and /u/ (budge, smudge, frudge)
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sounds & sy|lla|bles

the sensible spelling system

Tier 2 | Phase 2 |

cal|su|al

z /b/ | robe bribe war|drobe words ending in a final non-syllabic e
/d/ ride made di|vide in year 2, move away from split spellings, and represent the
/f/ knife safe wild |life fluke | non-syllabic e as part of a consonant digraph
/k/ joke cup | cake hole a final non-syllabic e forms part of a consonant digraph, the
/I/ style mi|ssile common final @ consonant digraphs being /b/ = be (cube,
/m/ | some game vo |lume tribe, mi| crobe), /d/ = de (slide, code, in|vade), /f/ = fe (life,
/n/ gone done en|gine strife, mid | wife) /k/ = ke (broke, take, a|wake), /I/ = le (whale,
/p/ | wipe type e|scape smile, fe |male), /m/ = me (come, time, per|fume), /n/ = ne
/t/ white taste ath |lete love | (cone, done, se |rene), /p/ = pe (swipe, shape, te|le|scope),
/v/ hive for| give /t/ = te (kite, waste, pi|rate) and /v/ = ve (give, save, a|rrive)
8 /k/ school che | mist e | cho
9 /ng/ | bank blan|ket think n represents /ng/ before /k/ spelled k (drink, plank, an | kle), and
fin|ger an|gry sin|gle /a/ spelled g (hun|gry, bin|go, an|gle)
n represents /ng/ very rarely before /k/ spelled ¢ (sanc | tion )
and ch (an|chor)
10 /sh/ | ac|tion po |tion sta|tion | tiin words ending with tion
tiis commonly followed by o + n, and is often found in the final
syllable of multi syllable words
11 /uhl/ | ta|ble a|pple bu|bble | le represents two sounds, the schwa vowel /uh/ + /I/ le
is usually found at the end of words
12 /n/ kneel knife knu | ckle kn and gn are found at the start of words
gnat gnaw gnash gn is found at the beginning of a small number of words (gnarl,
gnash, gnatf, gnaw, gnome)
13 /r/ write wrong wri| ggle wr is usually found at the start of words
words beginning with wr usually have a meaning of ‘twist’ or
‘turn’
14 /ch/ | na|ture pic |ture /ch/ may be spelled t before ure (mix|ture, mois |ture, vul | ture)
sta|tue oru (cen|tu|ry, punc|tu|ate, ta|ran|tu|la)
15 /zh/ | mea|sure frea|sure /zh/ spelled s is found in a small number of common words s is

always followed by /ue/ spelled u (ca|su|al, u|su|al,
vi|su|al) or /uh/ spelled with the as yet untaught ure
(clo|sure, com|po|sure, en|clo|sure, ex|po|sure, lei|sure,
mea | sure, plea|sure, trea | sure)

Units 16 to 30

Alternate vowel spellings

great steak

16 /i/ myth lynx sy | rup y is found in the middle of words

17 /u/ some love o | ther could oul is rare and occurs in only three words (could, should
should would would)

18 /ee/ | key mo|neyvallley ey is usually found at end of words i is
allilen a|pri|cot ta|xi commonly found in multi syllable words

19 /ae/ | they grey o|bey break ey is uncommon and is found at the end of words (fey, grey,

hey, prey, they, whey, con|vey, o|bey, sur|vey) eaisrare

and is found in three words (break, great, steak|
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sounds & sy|lla|bles

the sensible spelling system

Tier 2 | Phase 3 |

20 fie/ | lie tie mag|pie ie is uncommon and is usually found at the end of single

syllable words (die, lie, pie, tie, mag | pie)

21 /oy/ no new spellings

22 /oe/ | dough al|though ough is rare and occurs at the end of syllables in only a few

/ue/ words (dough, dough | nut, though, al|though)

23 soup group cou | gar ou is almost always found in the middle of words (wound,
fruit juice suit | case to youth, cou|pon) and atf the end of a word only once (you) ui
lose im | prove is only found in the middle of words (bruise, cruise, re | cruit)

24 /ar/ | calm calf al| mond al is uncommon and is found in only a few words (balm, calf,

calm, half, palm, qualm, al| mond, be | half, em | balm) and
never at the end of words

25 /ur/ | worm world wor | ship or usually follows /w/ and is never found at the end of words
learn earth ear|ly ear is never found at the end of words

26 Jor/ | war, warm quar | ter ar usually follows /w/ a is
all ball al | ways talk usually followed by /I/
walk chalk al is followed by k and is found in only a few words (chalk,

stalk, talk, walk)

27 /ow/ no new spellings

28 /air/ no new spellings

29 /eer/ | fierce pierce tier ier is uncommon and is found in only a few words (fierce, pier,

pierce, tier, chan|de | lier, fron | tier)

30 /uh/ | me|tal pe|dalcalpi|tal | a, e andibefore | at the end of words
ca|mel tu|nnel squi|rrel
pen | cil nos | tril fo | ssil
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sounds & syl|lla|bles Ter2 | Phase4|

the sensible spelling system

Units 31 to 36

Suffixes
31 /a/ | slammed ma |dder doubling before -ed, -er, -est, -ing and -y

/e/ stepped we | ttest a single consonant at the end of a base is doubled when

/i/ bi| ggest wi | nner adding -ed, -er, -est, -ing and -y when the preceding lefter is

/o/ ro | tting robbed fu | nny a single vowel representing /a/ (snap > snapped, /e/, (wed >

Ju/ su | pper we | dding) /i/ (thin > thi|nnest, /o/ (jot > jo | tter) and /u/ (sun
> su | nny)
Commonly doubled consonants are b (rub >rubbed), d (dad
>da|ddy), g (brag > bra|gging), m (mum > mu |mmy), n (sin
>si|nner), p (hop > hopped) and t (flat > fla | ftest some
consonants are typically already doubled after a one letter
vowel spelling representing /a/, /e/, /i/, /o/ and /u/: ck
(back > ba | cking), ff (sniff > sniffed), Il (smell > sme|lly), ss
(boss > bo|ssy) and zz (buzz > buzzed)

32 | final e | rac |ing wi| dest smo | ky dropping a final e before -ed, -er, -est, -ing and -y when a
ru|ler cu | test starved base ends with a final e that is part of two-letter consonant
wa | sfing grea | sy spelling, the e is dropped before adding -ed, -er, est, -ing

and -y (love > loved, please > plea|sing, shine > shi|ny,
brave > bra|vest, dense > den | ser)

33 Jie/ | fries dries su | pplies fried when the suffixes -ed, -er and -es are added to a word
dried su | pplied fri| er ending with /ie/ spelled vy, the y is replaced with i (sky > skies,
dri|ersu|ppli|erfry|ing fry > tried, de |ny > de|ni|er)
dry |ing su | pply |ing to avoidii /ie/ spelled y is not replaced with i before -ing

(cry[ing, spy |ing, re | ply |ing)

34 /ee/ | co|pied hu|rried when the suffixes -ed, -er, -es and -est are added to a word
ha|ppi|erfu|nni|er ending with /ee/ spelled vy, the vy is replaced with i (ma |y >
Ci|ties wo | rries ma | rried, stor| my > stor| mi | er, ba|by > ba | bies, si|lly >
fi| di| est noi|si|est si|lli| est)
calmry|ingstu|dy|ing to avoidii /ee/ spelled y is not replaced with i before -ing

(bullly [ing, emp |ty |ing, scu |y |ing) with two exceptions
(ski|ing, tax|i|ing)
34 -ful | joy|ful care|ful help|ful the suffix -ful means ‘full of’ and forms adjectives
-less | joy|less care|less the suffix -ful contains three sounds: /f/, /u/ and /I/ (although
help|less /u/ is often usually pronounced as /uh/)
the suffix -less means ‘without’ and forms adjectives
the suffix -less contains three sounds: /I/, /e/and /s/ (although
/e/ is often usually pronounced as /uh/)
36 -ly - | kind|ly sad|ly ha|ppilly | the suffix -ly means ‘in the manner of’ and forms adverbs the
ness | kind|ness sad|ness suffix -ly contains two sounds: /I/ and /ee/
ha|ppi|ness in words that end with /ee/ spelled vy, the y is replaced with
/uh/ spelledi (ha|ppy > ha|ppil|ly, eal|sy >ealsi|ly, an|gry
>an|grily)
the suffix -ness means ‘the quality or state of’ and forms nouns
the suffix -ness contains two three sounds: /n/, /e/ and /s/
(although /e/ is usually pronounced as /uh/)
in words that end with /ee/ spelled vy, the v is replaced with i
(lalzy >la|zi|ness, lone|ly >lone |li|ness, ug|ly >ug]|li|ness
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